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A young woman  stood in a cemetery and wept at her mother’s grave.  
A few days later, she and her husband returned to the cemetery with their children - 
they hadn’t been along earlier -  they were too young for funerals.  
As they drove to the cemetery - she tried to explain why they were going - she told them grandma was with Jesus!
	She wasn’t sure what they heard.  When they arrived, the children didn’t linger long beside the grave.
		They were soon running around,  as children will, playing in the cemetery, 
fascinated by the variety of old tombstones.
Suddenly, the 3 year old pointed to an especially large mausoleum   almost the size of a house.
“Look!” he exclaimed with a broad smile, “That must be where Jesus lives!!” 
The wonderful logic of a child. //  
Early on the first day of the week, while it was still dark, Mary Magdalene came to Jesus’ tomb.
	She came in sadness, doubly grieved when she discovered the stone rolled away – 
Peter and the other disciple, came looking in response to 
Mary’s news of a possible grave robbing - running to the grave - frightened, panicked - unsure!
Easter may lead to light, but it begins in darkness - in darkness and lament, 
in confusion and in the shadow of death.  
	And there stands Mary in the cemetery -   weeping at Jesus’ empty grave.
Anyone here who has ever had to deal with the death of a loved one knows 
that the finality of death can make you desperate - you can’t fix it, reverse it, or make it go away.  
The person you loved is just gone. 
That is our common human lot, and it was Jesus’ lot too.  
He was just that irretrievably gone and Mary wept.   
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	Mary might well have asked the angels and Jesus, who she did not yet recognize,  “Why not?  
 If you’re not weeping, you haven’t been paying attention! 
	My Lord is dead - and now someone has taken his body -
		when all hope appears to be lost what can one do but weep?”
We too weep - and could ask the same question about this life - 
“Why not?  If you’re not weeping, you haven’t been paying attention!”
Don’t you read the papers, surf the web, watch the evening news?  Haven’t you noticed?  
The powers of death and evil are running rampant in our world and in our lives for that matter!
	Haven’t you seen my life Jesus - do you not know my grief - my losses?  
		What do I do when loved ones let me down, when a relationship dies?  How do I manage this illness?  
What can I do now that I lost my job?   How can I watch my aging parents slowly waste away?
	Who will help me navigate parenting and helping my children grow up in this crazy world?
And then Jesus  asks: “For whom are you looking?”   Mary - why are you here?
	And He asks you the same thing:  “Why are you here?  For whom are you looking?“
Could it be that deep down inside you want the Easter story to be true?  
	You want - with Mary - to hear your resurrected Lord speak your name - you want to recognize Him.
 “Mary!” the man Mary mistook for the gardener said, “Mary!”   And she saw Him 
as if for the first time - recognition spreading across her face - “Rabbouni!”  Teacher! 
		And Mary Magdalene moved from weeping to witnessing - became the first to tell the good news!
			  “I have seen the Lord!”  she declared to his disciples.
So despite the fact that the first Easter morn began in darkness … Easter eventually gave way to light!
Gradually for the disciples too - the shock gave way to a long slow undertow of hope and joy.   
If God could do that … and so they went out to tell - to witness to the world that Jesus’ lives again! 


The remarkable transformation of Jesus’ often time cowardice and rag tag disciples into fearless evangelists, 
many of whom went to martyrs’ graves avowing their faith in the resurrected Christ,  			PAGE 3
may be the most convincing evidence for the Resurrection!  //
You remember that 3 year old in the cemetery - can you see him pointing at that tomb the size of a house? -
  “Look!” he exclaimed, “That must be where Jesus lives!!” 						
The hope of the resurrection is that this world is not just where Jesus died,  this world is where Jesus lives! 
and not in a mausoleum in a cemetery, but out in the world and in our hearts.
And because Jesus lives,  because God could do that … we like Mary and the disciples can be transformed
The shock of our worries, sadness, grief and fears can give way to a long, slow undertow of hope and joy.
		Easter is a preview of ultimate reality - of how God treats those who He loves - 
			all other things will pass away - suffering, death, evil, fear, grief and pain - will pass away!  
By faith we receive the witness of Mary and the disciples and believe the Easter story!
And in worship and prayer, in the Word and Sacraments, through the love of people God has put in our lives 
we hear our resurrected Lord speak our names and we recognize Him - our Lord - our Living Lord!!  
 Christ is risen, alleluia, He is risen indeed!    Alleluia and AMEN  
