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There is a house going up across the road from Treasure Lake, Amy and I pass it sometimes 	on our walks, it looks like it will be very nice, 6 bedrooms 5 baths, lake views, 			but buying it does not tempt me at all, because the sale price is 					599 thousand dollars, and that is simply not possible for us.
One of our greatest American preachers once wrote, “We are not tempted to do			 what we cannot do, but rather what is within our power.”
Like the new Jaquars I see advertised on TV, they start at 65 thousand dollars 			and I couldn’t care less. Eating dark chocolate Hershey kisses on the other hand… Temptation, it is the first Sunday in our new season of Lent, this season, when we spend 	5 Sundays, looking at ourselves, our nature, and why we so desperately need Jesus
		To come back and save us on Easter morning.
And as we do each year, on this first Sunday in Lent, we hear about temptation, because 	temptation is fundamental to our broken human nature, & why we need Jesus 
It is so often giving into temptation that causes us difficulty, with family, 			friends and neighbors, temptation too often gets us into trouble at work, home 			and school, temptation so often keeps us so very distant from God.  
But because He loves us and wants to keep us so very close to Him
	in our lessons today, our Lord reminds us how we can resist temptation 				and the good things that will happen to us when we do. 	
But unfortunately, as a people, over recent decades we have moved farther & farther from 	the way our Lord gives us to resist temptation and I believe we are 				seeing the results of that in new and shocking ways, every day.
Most mornings I watch the local news with my cereal and coffee. 				Did you see the report week or so ago about this guy?
He is Lucas Cornelius, 21 who was charged by Johnstown police with possession 		of drug paraphernalia and endangering the welfare of children after they found him 		unconscious on the floor of the bathroom in the maternity ward of the 		Conemaugh hospital, he was there with his girlfriend and newborn baby.
Police found a syringe in the paper towel dispenser, & four stamp bags marked 			“Head Trauma” in his wallet, of course it is heroin, in fact Conemaugh hospital 			reported 14 overdoses from Monday to Wednesday that week.
			What in the world is going on?
Of course you know that overdoses and deaths due to heroin are skyrocketing, 		especially in our area. Up 15% in two years. How can this be? 		
 After more than 40 years of the war on drugs, and more than a trillion tax payer dollars		How can we be losing this war and thousands of our neighbors to addiction?
At least in part I think - because we fail to see what our Lord is trying to teach us today.
	That in a world full of temptation, having God’s Word in our heart 				can help keep us from giving in to it.
The foundation for a drug free world says, that young people use drugs to fit in,		To escape or relax, to relieve boredom, to seem grown up, to rebel & to experiment
They are tempted by things they do not have, & these drugs are not mansions or sports cars
	A stamp bag of heroin can cost less than 10 dollars, it is the Hershey kisses 			of the drug world. Buying drugs is, as Dr. Craddock said is “within their 	power” and so they are really tempted, but we have not given young people to tool 		Jesus shows us today can help keep temptation at arms length.
When I was in High School and college, the phrase for the drug war was “just say no”
	Nancy meant well, but it just didn’t work.
When my kids were in school it was DARE and Character Counts, Amy and I spent a lot 	of time volunteering for these programs, she taught, I was an officer in PTA, 			but it just didn’t work.
In a report published just six weeks ago the CDC said, “The United States is experiencing 	an epidemic of drug overdose deaths. Since 2000, the rate of has increased 137%, 	including a 200% increase of overdose deaths involving opioids like heroin”
It just didn’t work, why? Because Just Say No and DARE and Character Counts and 	the many programs like that I believe are built on a weak foundation.
In these programs we try to teach kids, “It’s good to be good” to have good values and 	practice good behaviors, to be nice and kind, for the sake of being nice and kind,			but what 40 years of the failed drug war have taught us 
is that it may be good to be good, but for many it apparently is more fun to be bad, 		to give in to the temptation to be something you are not, to escape a hard reality 			to rebel, experiment with breaking the law.
By now, 40 years should have taught us that “it’s good to be good” is a weak foundation		like a house built on sand.
Jesus said, “Everyone then who hears these words of mine and acts on them will be 	like a wise man who built his house on rock. The rain fell, the floods came, and the 		winds blew and beat on that house, but it did not fall, 						because it had been founded on rock.”
God’s Word, He says, can help us defeat any storm, even evil temptation.
	 And he shows us this in the gospel lesson.
The devil tempts Jesus to rebel against authority, the Spirit led Him into the wilderness 	to suffer hunger, but turn these stones into bread... why be hungry?
Jesus knows in his mind and heart Deuteronomy 8:3 “one does not live by bread alone, 	but by every word that comes from the mouth of the LORD.”
The devil tempts Jesus to be something He is not, a worldly conqueror “It will all be yours” 
	But Jesus knows in His heart and mind Deuteronomy 6:13 “You shall fear the LORD 		your God; you shall serve him, and swear by his name.”
The devil tempts Jesus to experiment about how much God really cares, 			Throw yourself down!   
But Jesus knows in His heart and mind Deuteronomy 6:16 						“You shall not put the LORD your God to the test,..”
Because Jesus knew Scripture, memorized it in His mind and felt it in His heart, 
	He could resist the temptations of the devil.
Because in the Bible we hear clearly that God created us, loves us, gives us meaning 	and purpose for each new day, sent His Son to die on the cross for us, 				and longs to welcome us home when this life is over.
Unfortunately, we live in a time when as many people never read the Bible 		as read it every day, for youth and young adults today, 						that number for rarely or never read the Bible, is almost 50%.
			Is it any wonder, temptation has the upper hand? 
There was a time, not so long along, that the Bible was taught in our churches, in our homes
	Even in our public schools, but we have let that time go by, as the family of God 			this is our fault and we must take responsibility and make amends, 
If we want to save this generation, Jesus shows us that God’s love made known in the Bible
	In both our heart and mind is the key, we’ve got to teach it in here and out there.
		This is why reading the Bible is central to our Faith 5 ministry
And it is with that in mind that today we dedicate our new Scripture panels.
	As you come into church read over the verses, and let them sink into your heart
		Show them to our children, they are central to all we need to know and feel.
That there is one God and we should love Him as He loves us.
	That we are connected to Him and with His help we can do good things
That we can go to Him in prayer in times of difficulty and temptation
	And that He gives us meaning and purpose using our time and skills 				to spread His kingdom.
God wants us and our children to lead a good life, He wants none of us 				on the bathroom floor, and so He gives us rules for living, solid rules that make a 			good foundation, the tablets Moses brought down the mountain			 were made of stone, not sand, ours are wood, stone would be too heavy,
		But they are oak, and I expect they will be there for a lifetime.
 Look at them each time you walk by, and if you walk on Treasure Lake road
	pay special attention to number 9. Amen 




9 How can a young man keep his way pure?
    By guarding it according to thy word.
10 With my whole heart I seek thee;
    let me not wander from thy commandments!
11 I have laid up thy word in my heart,
    that I might not sin against thee.

