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I have always loved to skip rocks.  (SLIDE) I like the ease with which a small, flat rock bounds across calm water; 
	the challenge of finding just the right one, and I like the ripples (SL)- as many circles of them as there are skips.
Ripples in water - caused by the slightest disturbance -
	traveling outward from the center - crossing other ripples and others still.  (SLIDE)
		Can you image in your mind’s eye the ripples created in the water when Jesus went under and then arose?!
			(pause)  
The disturbance of the waters of the Jordan at Jesus’ baptism ripple through time, through history.
	Those ripples come from the very heart of God - those ripples were a beginning, an identity, an epiphany.
		And in these ripples we also find our identity and meaning.
Now I know that the baptism of Jesus can be a puzzling event.	
	We so often think of Baptism almost totally in relation to the forgiveness of the sin.
		That narrow perspective of baptism leads us, on hearing the account of Jesus’ baptism, to ask:  (SLIDE)
		    “Why would Jesus need to be baptized? He was not a sinner & therefore was not in need of forgiveness.”
				And: “Since I am a sinner & Jesus was not, (SLIDE) how is my own baptism like His?” (SLIDE)
Today, Luke’s account of Jesus’ baptism points us beyond a narrow focus on forgiveness as baptism’s meaning;
	Helping us see that Jesus’ baptism indeed connects to yours and mine in a different way.  You see, Luke reports 
		the baptism of Jesus within the setting of a dispute about the identity of John the Baptist. (SLIDE)
			Some people thought John might himself be the long awaited Messiah.
				But John rejected such an identification and spoke of someone greater who was about to come.
Then Luke reports Jesus’ baptism (SLIDE) AND that the heavens opened, the Spirit descended on Him 
	and a voice from heaven said,  (SLIDE) “You are my Son, the Beloved; with you I am well pleased.”
In this context, Jesus’ baptism is identification and an announcement.   John is not the Messiah,   	
	not the one to follow.  Jesus is the one sent from God for the sake of the world.  (SLIDE)

Therefore, the Baptism of the Lord tells us who we are by baptism - (SLIDE)  God’s beloved ones.        PAGE 2
	We share the identity and mission of Jesus.  (SLIDE)
This may sound like a very bold assertion.  And yet, what else does it mean to be “in Christ” 
	except that we take seriously our identity in Him;	that we seek to live it out in our own time and place?
		What else does it mean to say that the church is “the body of Christ” on earth?
			(SLIDE)  Through baptism we share the identity and mission of Jesus!
The baptismal life, therefore, is a daily struggle to bring who we are in actual practice 
	into line with who God makes us in baptism and calls us to be each new day.
		It is daily to repent of our sins, receive the forgiveness Jesus won for us on the cross, 
			and grow into more loving and faithful Christians.
Yes, unlike Jesus, we are sinners.  But that is not our primary identification.  (SLIDE)
	Already the prophet Isaiah, in our first lesson, alludes to this fact.
		“Do not fear, for I have redeemed you; I have called you by name, you are mine.”  (Isaiah 43:1b) (SLIDE)
Michael Bridges, (SLIDE) one of my favorite Lutheran musicians, put it in a creative way.		
	It would be like having a son and naming him (SLIDE) David but spelling it (SLIDE) S-t-e-v-e -				People would call him “Steve” and he would say “no - its David” -				
			and they would say but it’s spelled S-t-e-v-e- - and he would say - “but its pronounced - David.”
				Of course, no one would ever do that to a son because it would be cruel...  (SLIDE)
But it’s like you were born into this world with a name spelled - (SLIDE) S-i-n-n-e-r -
	and then in baptism - God claimed you - your name is pronounced - (SLIDE)  “Beloved“ – 
		God pronounces it (SLIDE) “Beloved.”  
In Baptism, God gives you a new name, and thereby a new identity.
	No matter how oppressed we may be by our shortcomings, sins and misdeeds,
		No matter how often the world around us calls us loser, failure, ugly, no good -
			God wants us to see ourselves primarily as His new creation in Christ, God’s own Beloved. (SLIDE)
Further, baptism gives us an identity intended to take precedence over all the other identities we claim.	 PAGE 3
	For Baptism claims us as God’s beloved ones and sends us to do God’s work in our world.
This is how our baptisms connect to the baptism of Jesus himself.   (SLIDE)
	We are to live lives in which our primary identity as God’s beloved guides and directs all our other interactions – 
		Just as it guided Jesus - within our families, as workers or bosses, as students,
			how we live as neighbors and Americans, as men, women, children or youth  - God’s beloved first!
A ripple made by one solitary rock thrown into the water (SLIDE) makes a splash and a ripple, 
	but it quickly (SLIDE)  goes away.
	But the ripple of many skips (SLIDE) or many rocks stirs the water and produces intersecting ripples 		
		and brings the surface of the water (SLIDE) alive with activity. 
One solitary splash is important to God; (SLIDE)
	indeed God was there at each of our baptismal splashes claiming and naming us.
		But it is as our ripples intersect - that baptism stirs up the world and makes a more significant mark.
(SLIDE)  Baptism joins us as church and together we make a powerful witness to the world for Christ.
	No matter what the world calls you, we are here together as God’s beloved joined by baptism.
Let your mind’s eye imagine the ripples made through history by the billions of baptisms
	which brought people into God’s church - made saints of sinners, named them God’s beloved.
You are God’s chosen, God’s beloved, first and foremost.  
	You are part of the ripples of God’s church through history!
	Remember and renew your baptism this day and each day - 
		living it is YOUR mission – our mission together – beloved of God.  AMEN  (SLIDE)

