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Last week I did my favorite spring chore,  I planted annuals & spices in our ceramic pots on the back deck 
   … out of reach of the deer!  This year I also planted a grape tomato plant in a container.    
Key to the growth of all of these, the right soil!  Do you know there’s a website titled: (SL) tomatodirt.com?
 Pastor John told us last week that we’ve finished up ½ of our church year &so today we enter a new time
the long season after Pentecost  – a time of steady growth – after focusing on what God did in Christ, 
now it’s time for us to respond – to grow in Christ – but HOW we do this and where we start matters!
	Matters for us to most fully live the life our Lord won for us through His life, death & resurrection.
  You Christian need  good soil!!  And so before we step into this long season of growth – 
let’s review, let’s proclaim again – just what that soil is!  If we root ourselves in it, we’ll be set for the season!
The good soil we Christians need is  God’s saving act on the cross which we root ourselves in by faith.  
Nothing more, nothing less.  Let me repeat that:  The good soil we Christians need is God’s saving act 
on the cross which we root ourselves in by faith.   Nothing more, nothing less.
It’s all about God and what He’s done for us, it’s not about us. Unfortunately we humans have a lot of trouble 
sticking to this basic soil, wanting so to add ourselves to the mix.  And this is not a new problem!
In today’s gospel story a centurion sends the local Jewish elders to request that Jesus’ come & heal his ill servant.
Did you hear the reason they give Jesus to help?   “He is worthy of having you do this for him!”
Indeed, the centurion was quite a fellow – compassionate toward his slave, kind and generous to the people 
whose land he occupied as a member of the Roman army.  
	Surely – he deserved, he earned, his actions were worthy of Jesus’ response and help!   
			But is that how it works?  Does God look more favorably on us when we live a certain way?
				Can we make ourselves worthy by our actions?
Or turn to our second lesson from Paul’s letter to the Galatians.  Today we get just the beginning – the 1st 12 verses 
– but we get a sense pretty quickly that Paul is upset about something – something very important!

After a brief greeting and none of the usual pleasantries found in his letters, Paul writes:    		PAGE 2
“I am astonished that you are so quickly deserting the one who called you in the grace of Christ and 
are turning to a different gospel-- not that there is another gospel, but there are some who are confusing 
you & want to pervert the gospel of Christ.   But even if we or an angel from heaven should       
proclaim to you a gospel contrary to what we proclaimed to you, let that one be accursed!” (SL)
You see there was a sizable contingent in the early church who said:  “You’ve believed in Christ, and that’s good.  
But that’s not enough.  Now you must obey the law of God.  You aren’t really or fully saved until you do what
God told his people to do in the Bible.  Faith in Christ is not enough, you also have to be circumcised,
keep kosher, observe the holy days…”   for our time – go to church, follow the commandments, love
one another, do what is right – in other words – make yourself worthy of Jesus’ response &help!
Paul’s response to this false gospel and its preachers was fiery!   Why?  
Because if you get this wrong, everything goes wrong.  If you aren’t connected to Christ by faith 
and faith alone, you won’t be ready for steady Christian growth and a full Christian life.
In a recent Gallup poll of people who identify themselves as Christians, 
can you guess what percentage affirmed the statement:    
“I believe that nothing I have done or do can earn my salvation.”?   
Only 48% -  less than half of Christians get the main tenet of Christianity – 
the basic starting point of the Christian life – the right soil to grow in Christ!    
Salvation is a gift of God & ours is to grab hold of it, sink roots into it, claim it by faith alone – only 48%!
Do you know what some call Paul’s letter to the Galatians?    A battle cry for FREEDOM!  				Freedom from the weight of a burdensome religion of dos and don’t 
and freedom for a life of joy and thanksgiving because of what Christ did for us!    
Without a strong conviction that you are saved by grace through faith you’ll end up with a religion of dos & don’ts
and such a life is weighty and cumbersome – when you make your relationship w/ God about your worthiness, 
you will fall short every time and that brings guilt and regret, frustration and discouragement.
The Christian life is about Jesus and His powerful Word, period!   Rooting ourselves in Christ   PAGE 3
and his saving act on the cross gives us the freedom to live forgiven and without guilt – 
freedom to come to church; do good works; spread the Good News 
OUT OF THANKSGIVING and JOY for all God has done! 
As Paul writes further on in Galatians – when we root ourselves in Christ we bear the fruit of the spirit   
because we’re planted in the right soil; living the same faith as the centurion.
So what about that centurion?   We too are susceptible to being impressed by his worthiness like the elders
but the rest of his story should impress us even more!	When Jesus was not far from the house, 
the centurion sent friends to say to him,  "Lord, do not trouble yourself, 
for I am not worthy to have you come under my roof, … 
But only speak the word, and let my servant be healed.”
Seems this guy actually gets it!  Jesus proclaims:   “"I tell you, not even in Israel have I found such faith."
	The centurion recognized his own unworthiness before this holy man, Jesus – 
and he recognized the power of Jesus’ Word.
That is the faith Jesus commends.   
Faith is first of all the recognition of our unworthiness before the Lord of all Creation – 
before His Son, our Savior! What we don’t do, haven’t done, can’t do, still do – 
is taken up on His cross &forgiven – God does it all.
				  We call that GRACE – God’s Riches At Christ’s Expense.  
 And then second, faith is trust in what God did and does and can do!  
Trust that seeks His power - “But only speak the word”… Lord Jesus!!  
This new season – Pentecost –   sink roots deep into Christ - into God’s grace alone– 
only in this good soil can you survive and thrive as a Christian!   
Only there will you be free to GROW and BEAR much FRUIT!    AMEN


