TENEBRAE SERVICE

APRIL 18, 2025 ~ 1 PM
CHRIST LUTHERAN CHURCH

OPENING HYMN: The Old Rugged Cross

On a hill far away stood an old rugged cross,

The emblem of suff’ring and shame;

And | love that old cross where the dearest and best
For a world of lost sinners was slain. Refrain

Refrain: So I’ll cherish the old rugged cross,
Till my trophies at last | lay down;
I will cling to the old rugged cross,
And exchange it some day for a crown.

O that old rugged cross, so despised by the world,
Has a wondrous attraction for me;

For the dear Lamb of God left His glory above
To bear it to dark Calvary. Refrain

In the old rugged cross, stained with blood so divine,
A wondrous beauty | see;

For ‘twas on that old cross Jesus suffered and died
To pardon and sanctify me. Refrain

To the old rugged cross | will ever be true,

Its shame and reproach gladly bear;

Then He’ll call me some day to my home far away,
Where His glory forever I’ll share. Refrain

INVOCATION:
P: In the name of the Father, and of the Son and of the Holy

Spirit.
C: Amen



READING: Isaiah 53:3-6

He was despised and rejected by others; a man of suffering and
acquainted with infirmity; and as one from whom others hide
their faces he was despised, and we held him of no account.
Surely he has borne our infirmities and carried our diseases; yet
we accounted him stricken, struck down by God, and afflicted.
But he was wounded for our transgressions, crushed for our
iniquities; upon him was the punishment that made us whole,
and by his bruises we are healed. All we like sheep have gone
astray; we have all turned to our own way, and the Lord has laid
on him the iniquity of us all.

PRAYER:

P: Almighty God, we ask you to look with mercy on your
family, for whom our Lord Jesus Christ was willing to be
betrayed and to be given over to the hands of sinners and to
suffer death on the cross; in the name of Him who now lives
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, forever and
ever.

C: Amen

THE FIRST WORD

“Father forgive them, for they do not know what they are doing.”
READING: Luke 23:32-38

Two others also, who were criminals, were led away to be
put to death with him. When they came to the place that is
called The Skull, they crucified Jesus there with the
criminals, one on his right and one on his left. Then Jesus
said, “Father, forgive them; for they do not know what they
are doing.” And they cast lots to divide his clothing. And
the people stood by, watching; but the leaders scoffed at him,
saying, “He saved others; let him save himself if he is the
Messiah of God, his chosen one!” The soldiers also mocked
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him, coming up and offering him sour wine, and saying, “If
you are the King of the Jews, save yourself!” There was also
an inscription over him, “This is the King of the Jews.”

ANTHEM: You Are My All in All ~ Choir

MEDITATION
THE SECOND WORD

“Truly I tell you, today you will be with me in paradise.”

READING: Luke 23:39-43

One of the criminals who were hanged there kept deriding
him and saying, “Are you not the Messiah? Save yourself and
us!” But the other rebuked him, saying, “Do you not fear
God, since you are under the same sentence of
condemnation? And we indeed have been condemned justly,
for we are getting what we deserve for our deeds, but this
man has done nothing wrong.” Then he said, “Jesus,
remember me when you come into your kingdom.” He
replied, “Truly | tell you, today you will be with me in
Paradise.”

Jesus Remember Me (sung 3 times)

Jesus, remember me

when you come into your kingdom.
Jesus, remember me
when you come into your kingdom.

MEDITATION



THE THIRD WORD

“Woman behold your son...Behold your mother.”

READING: John 19:25-27

Meanwhile, standing near the cross of Jesus were his mother,
and his mother's sister, Mary the wife of Clopas, and Mary
Magdalene. When Jesus saw his mother and the disciple whom
he loved standing beside her, he said to his mother, “Woman,
here is your son.” Then he said to the disciple, “Here is your
mother.” And from that hour the disciple took her into his own
home.

HYMN: Jesus, Keep Me Near the Cross # 335

MEDITATION
THE FOURTH WORD:

“My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?”
READING: Matthew 27:45-49

From noon on, darkness came over the whole land until three in
the afternoon. And about three o'clock Jesus cried with a loud
voice, “Eli, Eli, lema sabachthani?” that is, “My God, my God,
why have you forsaken me?” When some of the by-standers
heard it, they said, “This man is calling for Elijah.” At once one
of them ran and got a sponge, filled it with sour wine, put it on a
stick, and gave it to him to drink. But the others said, “Wait, let
us see whether Elijah will come to save him.”

ANTHEM: O Sacred Head Now Wounded ~ Choir

MEDITATION



THE FIFTH WORD:

“[ thirst.”

READING: John 19:28-29

After this, when Jesus knew that all was now finished, he said
(in order to fulfill the scripture), “I am thirsty.” A jar full of sour
wine was standing there. So they put a sponge full of the wine
on a branch of hyssop and held it to his mouth.



HYMN: Ah, Holy Jesus
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THE SIXTH WORD:

“It is Finished.”
READING: John 19:30
When Jesus had received the wine, he said, “It is finished.”
Then he bowed his head and gave up his spirit.

ANTHEM: Worthy Is the Lamb/
Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord God Almighty ~ Choir

MEDITATION
THE SEVENTH WORD:

“Father into thy hand I commit my spirit.”

READING: Luke 23:44-49

It was now about noon, and darkness came over the whole land
until three in the afternoon, while the sun's light failed; and the
curtain of the temple was torn in two. Then Jesus, crying with a
loud voice, said, “Father, into your hands I commend my
spirit.” Having said this, he breathed his last. When the
centurion saw what had taken place, he praised God and said,
“Certainly this man was innocent.” And when all the crowds
who had gathered there for this spectacle saw what had taken
place, they returned home, beating their breasts. But all his
acquaintances, including the women who had followed him
from Galilee, stood at a distance, watching these things.

MEDITATION
SOLO: Were You There

The candle is carried from the Chancel.



PRAYER FOR GOOD FRIDAY:

P: Lord Jesus, you carried our sins in your own body on the
tree so that we might have life. May we and all who remember
this day find new life in you now and in the world to come,
where you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit,
now and forever. C: Amen

A loud noise signifying our Lord’s death.
THE LORD’S PRAYER:

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen

APOSTLES’ CREED:

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit
and born of the virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.



He descended into hell.
On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven,
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

The candle is returned to the Chancel.

THE WORD OF HOPE: John 3:16-17

Jesus said: “For God so loved the world that he gave his only
Son, so that everyone who believes in him may not perish but
may have eternal life. Indeed, God did not send the Son into the
world to condemn the world, but in order that the world might
be saved through him.”

SILENT RECESSIONAL

The service continues on Easter morning.



