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3rd Sunday of Easter ~ May 4, 2025 ~ 8:30 
 

 

PRELUDE:   
 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS: 
 

CONFESSION & FORGIVENESS:  
 

P:  In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy 

Spirit.   

C:  Amen 
 

P:  Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires 

known, and from whom no secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts 

of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may 

perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, 

through Jesus Christ our Lord.   

C:  Amen 
 

 

P:  If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth 

is not in us.  But if we confess our sins, God who is faithful and 

just will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all 

unrighteousness. 
 

 
 

Silence for reflection and self-examination. 
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P:  Most merciful God, 
 

C:  we confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free 

ourselves.  We have sinned against you in thought, word, and 

deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone.  

We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved 

our neighbors as ourselves.  For the sake of your Son, Jesus 

Christ, have mercy on us.  Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so 

that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the 

glory of your holy name.  Amen 

 
The presiding minister announces God's forgiveness. 
 

 

P: Almighty God, in his mercy, has given his Son to die for us and, 

for his sake, forgives us all our sins.  As a called and ordained 

minister of the Church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore 

declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of 

the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

C:  Amen 

 

HYMN: The Day of Resurrection! #  361 
 

 

GREETING:  

 

P:   Alleluia! Christ Is Risen!   

C:  He Is Risen Indeed! Alleluia! 

 

P:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 

communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  

C: And also with you. 
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HYMN OF PRAISE: This Joyful Eastertide  
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY:  
 
 

 
 

 
 

 

P:  O God, by the humiliation of your Son you lifted up this fallen 

world, rescuing us from the hopelessness of death. Grant your 

faithful people a share in the joys that are eternal; through your 

Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the 

Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  C:  Amen 
 

 

ANTHEM: Sing a New Alleluia  ~ Choir 

Lily Brubaker, pianist  

CHILDREN’S SERMON: 
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LESSON: Acts 9:1-20           
 

Saul (later called Paul) was an ardent persecutor of all who followed the 

Way of Christ. This reading recounts the story of his transformation 

beginning with an encounter with Jesus Christ on the way to Damascus. 

 

A:  The Lesson is from the 9
th

 chapter of Acts. 
 

Saul, still breathing threats and murder against the disciples of the 

Lord, went to the high priest 
2
and asked him for letters to the 

synagogues at Damascus, so that if he found any who belonged to 

the Way, men or women, he might bring them bound to Jerusalem. 
3
Now as he was going along and approaching Damascus, suddenly 

a light from heaven flashed around him. 
4
He fell to the ground and 

heard a voice saying to him, “Saul, Saul, why do you persecute 

me?” 
5
He asked, “Who are you, Lord?” The reply came, “I am 

Jesus, whom you are persecuting. 
6
But get up and enter the city, 

and you will be told what you are to do.” 
7
The men who were 

traveling with him stood speechless because they heard the voice 

but saw no one. 
8
Saul got up from the ground, and though his eyes 

were open, he could see nothing; so they led him by the hand and 

brought him into Damascus. 
9
For three days he was without sight, 

and neither ate nor drank. 

 
10

Now there was a disciple in Damascus named Ananias. The 

Lord said to him in a vision, “Ananias.” He answered, “Here I am, 

Lord.” 
11

The Lord said to him, “Get up and go to the street called 

Straight, and at the house of Judas look for a man of Tarsus named 

Saul. At this moment he is praying, 
12

and he has seen in a vision a 

man named Ananias come in and lay his hands on him so that he 

might regain his sight.” 
13

But Ananias answered, “Lord, I have 

heard from many about this man, how much evil he has done to 

your saints in Jerusalem; 
14

and here he has authority from the chief 

priests to bind all who invoke your name.” 
15

But the Lord said to 

him, “Go, for he is an instrument whom I have chosen to bring my 

name before Gentiles and kings and before the people of Israel; 
16

I 

myself will show him how much he must suffer for the sake of my 

name.” 
17

So Ananias went and entered the house. He laid his hands 

on Saul and said, “Brother Saul, the Lord Jesus, who appeared to 

you on your way here, has sent me so that you may regain your 

sight and be filled with the Holy Spirit.” 
18

And immediately 
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something like scales fell from his eyes, and his sight was restored. 

Then he got up and was baptized, 
19

and after taking some food, he 

regained his strength.  

 For several days he was with the disciples in Damascus, 
20

and 

immediately he began to proclaim Jesus in the synagogues, saying, 

“He is the Son of God.” 
 

A:  The word of the Lord.   

C:  Thanks be to God. 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION/RESPONSE:  
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

GOSPEL LESSON: John 21:1-19          
 

P:  The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the 21
st
 chapter.  

C:  Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

After [he appeared to his followers in Jerusalem,] Jesus showed 

himself again to the disciples by the Sea of Tiberias; and he 

showed himself in this way. 
2
Gathered there together were Simon 

Peter, Thomas called the Twin, Nathanael of Cana in Galilee, the 

sons of Zebedee, and two others of his disciples. 
3
Simon Peter said 

to them, “I am going fishing.” They said to him, “We will go with 

you.” They went out and got into the boat, but that night they 

caught nothing. 

 
4
Just after daybreak, Jesus stood on the beach; but the disciples 

did not know that it was Jesus. 
5
Jesus said to them, “Children, you 

have no fish, have you?” They answered him, “No.” 
6
He said to 

them, “Cast the net to the right side of the boat, and you will find 

some.” So they cast it, and now they were not able to haul it in 

because there were so many fish. 
7
That disciple whom Jesus loved 

said to Peter, “It is the Lord!” When Simon Peter heard that it was 
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the Lord, he put on some clothes, for he was naked, and jumped 

into the sea. 
8
But the other disciples came in the boat, dragging the 

net full of fish, for they were not far from the land, only about a 

hundred yards off. 

 
9
When they had gone ashore, they saw a charcoal fire there, 

with fish on it, and bread. 
10

Jesus said to them, “Bring some of the 

fish that you have just caught.” 
11

So Simon Peter went aboard and 

hauled the net ashore, full of large fish, a hundred fifty-three of 

them; and though there were so many, the net was not torn. 
12

Jesus 

said to them, “Come and have breakfast.” Now none of the 

disciples dared to ask him, “Who are you?” because they knew it 

was the Lord. 
13

Jesus came and took the bread and gave it to them, 

and did the same with the fish. 
14

This was now the third time that 

Jesus appeared to the disciples after he was raised from the dead. 

 
15

When they had finished breakfast, Jesus said to Simon Peter, 

“Simon son of John, do you love me more than these?” He said to 

him, “Yes, Lord; you know that I love you.” Jesus said to him, 

“Feed my lambs.” 
16

A second time he said to him, “Simon son of 

John, do you love me?” He said to him, “Yes, Lord; you know that 

I love you.” Jesus said to him, “Tend my sheep.” 
17

He said to him 

the third time, “Simon son of John, do you love me?” Peter felt 

hurt because he said to him the third time, “Do you love me?” And 

he said to him, “Lord, you know everything; you know that I love 

you.” Jesus said to him, “Feed my sheep. 
18

Very truly, I tell you, 

when you were younger, you used to fasten your own belt and to 

go wherever you wished. But when you grow old, you will stretch 

out your hands, and someone else will fasten a belt around you and 

take you where you do not wish to go.” 
19

(He said this to indicate 

the kind of death by which he would glorify God.) After this he 

said to him, “Follow me.” 
 

P:  The Gospel of the Lord.   

C:  Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

SERMON:  Pastor John 
 

HYMN: You Have Come Down to the Lakeshore #  817 
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APOSTLES’ CREED:  
 

 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

     creator of heaven and earth. 
 

 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 

     He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 

          and born of the virgin Mary. 

     He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

          was crucified, died, and was buried. 

     He descended into hell. 

     On the third day he rose again. 

     He ascended into heaven, 

          and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

     He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
 

 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the holy catholic Church, 

     the communion of saints,  

     the forgiveness of sins, 

     the resurrection of the body,  

     and the life everlasting. Amen 

 

PRAYERS:   
 

 

P: Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus and for 

all people according to their needs.   
 

 

Each portion of the prayers ends with these words: 

 

P:   . . . Lord, in your mercy. 

C:  Hear our prayer. 
 

 

P:  +Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, 

trusting in your mercy; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C:  Amen 
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SHARING OF GOD'S PEACE:  
 

We follow Jesus’ direction in Matthew chapter 5 and make peace with 

each other before coming to the altar:  Jesus said, “So when you are 

offering your gift at the altar, if you remember that your brother or sister 

has something against you, leave your gift there before the altar and go; 

first be reconciled to your brother or sister, and then come and offer 

your gift.”   
 

P:  The peace of the Lord be with you always.   

C:  And also with you. 
 

 

The ministers and congregation greet one another with a gesture of 

peace, using these or similar words: Peace be with you. 
 

 

OFFERING: 
 

We collect the offering as the pastor prepares the Lord’s Table. 
 

 

OFFERTORY: Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful  
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OFFERING PRAYER: 
 

 

P:  Blessed are you 

C:  O God, ruler of heaven and earth.  Day by day you shower 

us with blessings.  As you have raised us to new life in Christ, 

give us glad and generous hearts, ready to praise you and to 

respond to those in need, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and 

Lord.  Amen  

 

 GREAT THANKSGIVING:  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

PREFACE:  
 

P:  It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 

that we should at all times and in all places 

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 

for the glorious resurrection of our Savior Jesus Christ, 

the true Paschal Lamb who gave himself to take away our sin; 

who in dying has destroyed death, 

and in rising has brought us to eternal life. 
 

And so, with Mary Magdalene and Peter and all the witnesses of 

the resurrection, 

with earth and sea and all their creatures, 

and with angels and archangels, cherubim and seraphim, 

we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
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RESPONSE:  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION:    
 

 

P:  In the night in which he was betrayed, 

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
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LORD’S PRAYER:  
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

 hallowed be thy name, 

 thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 

  on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

 as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

 but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

 and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen 
 

LAMB OF GOD:  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

COMMUNION:  
 

Please receive the bread and wine as the pastor speaks the words:   
 

The body of Christ, given for you; and the blood of Christ, shed for you.  
The communicant may say: “Amen.” 

 

P:  The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you 

and keep you in his grace.  C:  Amen 
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POST-COMMUNION CANTICLE:  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

PRAYER:  
 

 

P:  Life-giving God, in the mystery of Christ's resurrection you 

send light to conquer darkness, water to give new life, and the 

bread of life to nourish your people.  Send us forth as witnesses to 

your Son's resurrection, that we may show your glory to all the 

world, through Jesus Christ, our risen Lord.   

C:  Amen 
 

 

BLESSING:  
 

 

P: Almighty God, Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now 

and forever.   

Sung Response:  Amen, Amen, Amen 

 

HYMN: Christ Is Alive! Let Christians Sing 
 

Christ is alive! Let Christians sing. 

His cross stands empty to the sky. 

Let streets and homes with praises ring. 

In death his love shall never die. 
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Christ is alive! No longer bound  

To distant years in Palestine, 

He comes to claim the here and now 

And conquer ev’ry place and time. 

 

Not throned afar, remotely high, 

Untouched, unmoved by human pains, 

But daily, in the midst of life,  

Our Savior with the Father reigns. 

 

In ev’ry insult, rift, and war, 

Where color, scorn, or wealth divide, 

He suffers still, yet loves the more, 

And lives, though ever crucified. 

 

Christ is alive! Ascended Lord— 

He rules the world his Father made, 

Till, in the end, his love adored 

Shall be to all on earth displayed. 

 

DISMISSAL: 
 

P:  Go in peace. Serve the risen Lord.  

C:  Thanks be to God. 
 

 

POSTLUDE:   

 

OPPORTUNITIES AT CHRIST LUTHERAN 
 
 

Today 
  8:30-Traditional Worship 
  9:45-Sunday School 
  9:45-Contemporary Worship 
10:40-Senior High Brunch 
11:00-Traditional Worship 
Monday-9:00-Quilters/Sewers 
Tuesday-2:00-Bible Study 
  6:00-Contemporary Team Instrumental/6:30-Vocal 
Thursday-6:30-Traditional Choir Practice 
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FUTURE MINISTRIES 
 

Mon-May 12-9:00-Quilters/Sewers 
  6:00-Property 
Tues-May 13-2:00-Bible Study 
   6:00-Contemporary Team Instrumental/Vocal 
Thurs-May 15-6:30-Traditional Choir Practice 
 

+++ 

Next Sunday’s Gospel:  Luke 24:13-32 
+++ 

Attendance last week: Sunday Worship: 8:30-59; 9:45-63; 11:00-38 
 
 

The flowers in the chancel vases have been presented to the Glory of the 
Risen Lord and in memory of Linda Barazanski (daughter) by Ron & Betsy 
Clinger. 

Worship Note: Throughout the Easter season, our Pascal Candle is 
next to the altar and lit during each service as a sign of the risen Christ’s 
presence among us.   

Sunday School for preschool through 5th graders TODAY at 9:45 a.m. 
in the Fellowship Hall. 

Senior High Youth Brunch . . . TODAY the senior high youth will 
gather in the back of the Fellowship Hall for brunch and fellowship from 
10:40 to noon.  It’s not too late to join us!   

Next Confirmation Event . . . Sunday, May 18 from 6-7:30 p.m.  
On display in church is a quilted cross banner made by our own Beth 

Trudgen. Everyone who has made, or does make, a contribution to our 
Organ Fund will have a chance to win this lovely banner in a raffle at the 
dedication ceremony this summer for the new organ.  Many thanks to 
Beth and to everyone who has supported the Fund. 

New Organ Donations. . . If you would like to contribute toward the 
new organ, pledge cards and donation envelopes are available by the 
organ pipe display in the narthex.  They may be placed in the offering 
plate or left in the church office.  Thank you! 

Easter Season Devotions “God’s Gift of Life Abundant” are 
available in the narthex and can be downloaded from our website. 
 Graduate recognition . . . We will recognize our high school graduates 
and present them with a gift from the congregation Sunday June 1.  We 
would like to know about our grads’ future plans, so please email 
(christlutheran@penn.com) or call the church office with that info ASAP. 
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College Graduates – we want to recognize your accomplishment too! 
Parents/families please contact the church office and let us know about 
your college graduate (school, degree, employment).  Thank you! 
 Attention Students pursuing post-high school education or training: It 
is time to apply for consideration for the Sandra Dunlap Scholarship.  
Applications with detailed requirements are available in the narthex or by 
calling the church office and are due no later than Saturday May 31, 
2025. 
 Summer Youth & Adult Stay-At-Home Mission Trip “YOU ARE 
THE LIGHT OF THE WORLD – SO SHINE WHERE YOU ARE!”  
This year’s mission will be a stay-at-home event serving our church and 
local service partners Monday, June 9 – Thursday, June 12.  Sign up on 
the bulletin board to express your interest in participating, but we also 
need you to register ASAP!  Registration forms are on the table in the 
narthex. 
 Mission of the Month – Our Stay-At-Home Youth & Adult Mission 
Trip in June.  If you would like to contribute toward supplies for the service 
projects and food for our volunteers, please use the pew envelopes and 
write “Mission Trip” in the “other” line. Checks may be made payable to 
Christ Lutheran Church.  Thank You! 
 Food Pantry Items for May are MAYONNAISE  and/or KETCHUP. 
 


