CHRIST LUTHERAN CHURCH

875 Sunflower Drive ~ DuBois, PA ~(814) 371-2470
Rev. Dr. David W. Holtz, Interim Pastor

Abbey Weber, Family Ministry Coordinator

Maggie Swayze, Office Manager

Chris Luckenbill ~ Organist & Choir Director

Email: christlutheran@penn.com ~ Website: www.christdubois.org

Ninth Sunday after Pentecost
July 26, 2026 ~ 830 & 11:00

PRELUDE:

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS:
Stand

CONFESSION & FORGIVENESS:

P: In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy
Spirit.
C: Amen

P: Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires
known, and from whom no secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts
of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may
perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name,
through Jesus Christ our Lord.

C: Amen



P: If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth
isnotin us. Butif we confess our sins, God who is faithful and
just will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all
unrighteousness.

Silence for reflection and self-examination.

P: Most merciful God,

C: we confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free
ourselves. We have sinned against you in thought, word,
and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left
undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we
have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of
your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy onus. Forgive us, renew
us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk
in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen

The presiding minister announces God's forgiveness.

P: Almighty God, in his mercy, has given his Son to die for us
and, for his sake, forgives us all our sins. As a called and
ordained minister of the Church of Christ, and by his authority,
therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in
the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

C: Amen



HYMN: I know whom I have believed

1. T know not why God% won-drous grace To me He hath made known,

2.1 knownothow this  sav -ing faith To me He did im - par,
3.1 know nothow the  Spir - it moves, Con - vinc - ing men of sin,
4. I know not when my Lord may come, At night or noon-day fair,
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Mor how be-liev - ing in  His Word Wrought peace with-inmy  heart.

Re - veal - ing Je - sus through the Word, Cre - at - ing faith in Him,
Ner if I walk the wale with Him, Or “meet Him in the air."
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GREETING:

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

C: And also with you.
PRAYER OF THE DAY:

P: O God, your ears are open always to the prayers of your
servants. Open our hearts and minds to you, that we may live in
harmony with your will and receive the gifts of your Spirit;
through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.

C: Amen

Sit
FIRST LESSON: 1 Kings 3:5-12

Because Solomon did not ask for long life, riches, or the defeat of
his enemies, God gave him what he asked for: wisdom to govern
the people well.

A: The First Lesson is from the 3rd chapter of 1 Kings.

° At Gibeon the LORD appeared to Solomon in a dream by night,
and God said, “Ask what I should give you.” ® And Solomon said,
“You have shown great and steadfast love to your servant my
father David because he walked before you in faithfulness, in
righteousness, and in uprightness of heart toward you, and you
have kept for him this great and stead fast love and have given him
a son to sit on his throne today. " And now, O LORD my God, you
have made your servant king in place of my father David, although
[ am only a little child; I do not know how to go out or come in.
“ And your servant is in the midst of the people whom you have
chosen, a great people so numerous they cannot be numbered or
counted. ” Give your servant, therefore, an understanding mind to
govern your people, able to discern between good and evil, for
who can govern this great people of yours?” '’ It pleased the Lord
that Solomon had asked this. '' God said to him, “Because you
have asked this and have not asked for yourself long life or riches
or for the life of your enemies but have asked for yourself
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understanding to discern what is right, '* I now do according to
your word. Indeed, I give you a wise and discerning mind; no one
like you has been before you, and no one like you shall arise after

2

you.
A: The word of the Lord. C: Thanks be to God.

A: Please join in saying the prayer for the call process:

Heavenly Father, help us discern your will for us. Lead us on
Your right path. Keep us joyful and steadfast, patient and kind
in this search. In Jesus precious name, Amen.

SECOND LESSON: Romans 8:26-39

These words celebrate the depth of God’s actions for us. Through
Christ’s death for us and the activity of the Spirit praying for us,
we are fused to God’s love poured out in Jesus Christ. Nothing, not
even death itself, is able to separate us from such incredible divine
love.

A: The Second Lesson is from the 8th chapter of Romans.

26

The Spirit helps us in our weakness, for we do not know how to
pray as we ought, but that very Spirit intercedes with groanings too
deep for words. 7 And God, who searches hearts, knows what is
the mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes for the saints
according to the will of God. ?* We know that all things work
together for good for those who love God, who are called
according to his purpose. *” For those whom he foreknew he also
predestined to be conformed to the image of his Son, in order that
he might be the firstborn within a large family. *’ And those whom
he predestined he also called, and those whom he called he also
justified, and those whom he justified he also glorified. *' What
then are we to say about these things? If God is for us, who is
against us? *> He who did not withhold his own Son but gave him
up for all of us, how will he not with him also give us everything
else? ** Who will bring any charge against God’s elect? It is God
who justifies. ** Who is to condemn? It is Christ who died, or
rather, who was raised, who is also at the right hand of God, who
also intercedes for us. *> Who will separate us from the love of
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Christ? Will affliction or distress or persecution or famine or
nakedness or peril or sword? *° As it is written, “For your sake we
are being killed all day long; we are accounted as sheep to be
slaughtered.”’ No, in all these things we are more than victorious
through him who loved us. ** For I am convinced that neither
death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present, nor things
to come, nor powers, °’ nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in
all creation will be able to separate us from the love of God in

Christ Jesus our Lord.
A: The word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.

Stand

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION/RESPONSE:
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GOSPEL LESSON: Matthew 13:31-33, 44-52

P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the 13™ chapter.
C: Glory to you, O Lord.

*!'[Jesus] put before [the crowds] another parable: “The kingdom
of heaven is like a mustard seed that someone took and sowed in
his field;*” it is the smallest of all the seeds, but when it has grown
it is the greatest of shrubs and becomes a tree, so that the birds of
the air come and make nests in its branches.” *° He told them
another parable: “The kingdom of heaven is like yeast that a
woman took and mixed in with three measures of flour until all of
it was leavened.” ** “The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden
in a field, which a man found and reburied; then in his joy he goes
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and sells all that he has and buys that field. *> “Again, the kingdom
of heaven is like a merchant in search of fine pearls; *° on finding
one pearl of great value, he went and sold all that he had and
bought it. *7 “Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a net that was
thrown into the sea and caught fish of every kind; “* when it was
full, they drew it ashore, sat down, and put the good into baskets
but threw out the bad. *° So it will be at the end of the age. The
angels will come out and separate the evil from the righteous " and
throw them into the furnace of fire, where there will be weeping
and gnashing of teeth.”' “Have you understood all this?” They
answered, “Yes.” °? And he said to them, “Therefore every scribe
who has become a disciple in the kingdom of heaven is like the
master of a household who brings out of his treasure what is new
and what is old.”

P: The Gospel of the Lord.
C: Praise to you, O Christ.

Sit
SERMON: Pastor David Holtz

Stand



HYMN: Sweet hour of prayer

of prayer! That calls me from a world of care, And
of prayer! The joys I feel, the bliss I share,Of
of prayer! Thywingsshall my pe - ti - tion bear To
of prayer! May [ thy con - so - la - tion share,Till,

of prayer! sweet hour
of prayer! sweet hour
of prayer! sweet hour
of prayer! sweet hour

2. Sweet hour
3. Sweet hour
4. Sweet hour
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bids me at my Fa-ther’s throne Make all
those whose anx - ious spir - its burn Withstrong de -sires for thy re-turn! With
Him whose truth and faith - ful - ness En-gage the wait - ing soul to bless. And
from Mount Pis - gah’s loft - y height, I view my home and take my flight. This

my wants and wish - es known, In
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since He bids me seck His face, Be - lieve His Word and trust His grace, I'll
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glad - ly take my sta - ton there, And wait for thee, sweet hour of prayer!
cast on Him my eve - ry care, And wait for thee, sweet hour of prayer!
shout,while pass - ing through the air, “Farc- well, fare-well, sweet hour of prayer!”
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APOSTLES’ CREED:

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.

He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit
and born of the virgin Mary.

He suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.

He descended into hell.

On the third day he rose again.

He ascended into heaven,
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.

He will come again to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen

PRAYERS:

P: Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, and for all
people according to their needs.
Each portion of the prayers ends with these words:

P: Lord, in your mercy.

C: Hear our prayer.

P: Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray,
trusting in your mercy; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.
C: Amen

SHARING OF GOD'S PEACE:

We follow Jesus’ direction in Matthew chapter 5 and make peace with
each other before coming to the altar: Jesus said, “So when you are
offering your gift at the altar, if you remember that your brother or sister
has something against you, leave your gift there before the altar and go,
first be reconciled to your brother or sister, and then come and offer

your gift.”

P: The peace of the Lord be with you always. C: And also with
you.



The ministers and congregation greet one another with a gesture of
peace, using these or similar words.: Peace be with you.

Sit
OFFERING: Collected as the pastor prepares the Lord’s Table.

Stand
OFFERTORY:
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OFFERING PRAYER:

P: Merciful Father,

C: We offer with joy and thanksgiving what you have first
given us - our selves, our time, and our possessions, signs
of your gracious love. Receive them for the sake of him
who offered himself for us, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen

GREAT THANKSGIVING:

P: The Lord be with you.
C: And also with you.
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P: Lift up your hearts.
C: We lift them to the Lord.

P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
C: Itis right to give our thanks and praise.

PREFACE:

P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at
all times and in all places give thanks and praise to you,
almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ;
who on this day overcame death and the grave, and by his
glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life.

And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth
and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their
unending hymn:

RESPONSE:
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION:

P: In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

LORD’S PRAYER:

Our Father, who art in heaven,

hallowed be thy name,

thy kingdom come, thy will be done,

on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,

but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,

and the power,

and the glory,

forever and ever. Amen
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LAMB OF GOD:
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Lamb of God, you take a-way the sin of the world; have mer-cy on

us. Lamb of God, you take a-way the sin of the world; have
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sin of the world; grant us peace, grant  us  peace.

COMMUNION: (Please be seated)

For those at home or taking communion at their seat, please
receive the bread and wine as the pastor speaks the words:

The body of Christ, given for you; and the blood of Christ, shed for
you. The communicant may say: “Amen.”

If you desire to receive communion up front, please come forward
via the center aisle. As the pastor and communion assistant give
the bread and wine, they say these words to each communicant:

The body of Christ, given for you. The blood of Christ, shed for

you.
The communicant may say: “Amen.’

Stand
P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you

and keep you in his grace.
C: Amen
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POST-COMMUNION CANTICLE:
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PRAYER:

P: Life-giving God, in the mystery of Christ's resurrection you
send light to conquer darkness, water to give new life, and the
bread of life to nourish your people. Send us forth as witnesses to
your Son's resurrection, that we may show your glory to all the
world, through Jesus Christ, our risen Lord. C: Amen

BLESSING:

P: Almighty God, Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now
and forever.

Sung Response: Amen, Amen, Amen

HYMN: He hideth my soul
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1. A won - der-ful Sav - 1or is Je - susmy Lord, A won - der-ful
2. A won-derfulSav- ior is Je - susmy Lord— He tak - eth my
3. With num-ber-less bless-ings each mo-ment He crowns, And, filled with His
4. When clothed in His brightness trans-port-ed I rise, To meet Him in
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bur - den a - way; He hold-eth me up and I shall not be
full - ness di - vine, I sing in my rap-ture,”O glo - ry to
clouds of the sky, His per- fect sal - va- tion,His won -der-ful
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DISMISSAL:

P: Go in peace. Serve the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE:

Worship Attendance last Sunday: 8:30-38; 9:45-54; 11:00-29
+++
Next Sunday’s Gospel: Matthew 14:13-21
+++
OUR MISSION STATEMENT:

CHRIST LUTHERAN CHURCH OF DUBOIS IS EMPOWERED BY
THE HOLY SPIRIT AND NOURISHED THROUGH WORD &
SACRAMENT TO HEAR, STUDY, AND PROCLAIM
THE GOSPEL OF JESUS CHRIST.

Theflowers in the chancel vases are presented to the
Glory of the Lord by Glen and Melissa George on the
occasion of Kaylee & Ethan’s Marriage.
8:30: Ushers: Bob Mortland and Jeff Kriner
Lector: Bob Mortland

Communion Assistants: Debbie Brubaker, Jeff Kriner
Acolytes: Aubree Keller

11:00: Ushers: Bill & Debbie Fye
Lector: Joyce Cramer
Communion Assistants: Joyce Cramer, Joanne Fitzpatrick
Acolyte: Avery Ott

| + Calendar for this Week +

Mon-July 27: 9:00-Quilters
Tue-July 28: 2:00-Bible Study
6:00-Contemporary Team Instrumental/Vocal 6:30
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+ Upcoming Events & Monthly Ministries +

Christ Lutheran Church Scholarship Fund-Students who are active
participants at Christ Lutheran Church and are pursuing post high school
education or training may apply for consideration. Applications are available
in the narthex. Completed applications are to be submitted to the Church office
no later than August 16, 2026.

Mission of the Month: North American Lutheran Seminary-Bonhoeffer House.
The seminary is located in Ambridge, PA. The Bonhoffer House is a historic property
serving as student housing and a formation center, featuring apartments, a chapel
and a study area. If you would like to make a financial gift, please use the pew
envelopes, and write “Seminary” in the “other” line. Checks may be made payable to
Christ Lutheran Church. Thank you.

Food Pantry Items for July are ground black pepper and/or canola oil.

We are in need of Communion bread bakers. If you would like fo
help with this important ministry, please call the office and
speak with Abbey, THANKS!

REMINDER: Church office hours are Monday-Friday 9:00-2:00. Also, any
additions or corrections to the bulletins must be submitted to the office
by Wednesday 2:00 pm in order to have time to process requests. Thank
you!!

REMINDER: Any council recommendations, committee reports or
motions mustbe submitted by Wednesday 2:00pm the week prior to the
council meeting. Thank you!!

Attention worship assistants: The August schedule is available in
the narthex for pick up. Thank you:

Choir News-The traditional choir will start rehearsals for the season on
Thursday, September 10 at 6:30 PM. Choir will begin at the 8:30 AM
service on Sunday September 20. We sing at alternate traditional
services; on September 27 we will sing at the 11:00 service. We support
theworship and praise of God through hymn singing and special music.

If you are interested in singing with the choir, please see Chris Luckenbill
for more information.
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Ordinary Days
Submitted by Susan Hauser, Call Committee

My fatherused to say to me, “Susan, these are the Ordinary
Days in the season of the church”.

He’d explain: The church is dressed in green. The
paraments, the linen covering the altar and communion
table, are green. Pastors typically wear green stoles. Green
signifies the Ordinary Days of summer. There are no
church festivals to prepare for. There is no special high
church choral or hymn music to practice. The mass 1s just
ordinary. The mass is typical, routine, normal”. I said back
to my father, “It seems more like the lazy days of summer.”
I remember an activity my friend and I participated in
during those Ordinary Days of summer. Mom used to kick
us children out the door on those hot, humid mornings in
St. Louis, Missouri. With no air conditioning, it was time to
find a spotunder a tree in the cool grass. My body did not
want to exert too much energy. What to do? Nothing, just
look at the sky. Just lie back, look up, and watch the clouds
go by.

Sometimes the clouds were just wisps of white - not much
movement. Sometimes the clouds were full of life. They
were voluptuous, puffy - a lot of movement. Staring at
those clouds, my friend and I would make out shapes and
share our discoveries. “Do you see the butterfly? Look, the
wind has changed its shape! Now it looks like a dragon.”
Each Ordinary Day, the clouds changed mundane
moments into ones of eager anticipation.

Psalm 46:10: “Be still, and know that I am God.” How do
we interpret this Psalm? How do we “be still”’? What does
it mean to “be”’? Who is “I am”? In these Ordinary Days,
in this season of the church, take time to reflect on God’s
call to you, Christ Lutheran and anticipate a new pastot!
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PLEASE REMEMBER IN PRAYER ~ July 26, 2026

Shut-in & Nursing Home Members & Friends:

Linda Berry ~ Edie Brown ~ Karen Deasey ~ Carolyn Finalle-Miller ~ Gary Froelich
~ Jeannine Fye ~ Nora Gelnett ~ Robert George ~ Grace Griffith ~ George Kramer
Sr. ~ Hazel Kriner ~ Nancy Lilja ~ George McCurdy ~ Jim Norwood ~ Geneva
Roberts ~ Hazel Salada ~ Gary Salada ~ Emily Schindley ~ Betty Swanson ~ Shirley
Williams

Those Serving in the Military:

Davey Aughenbaugh ~ Jake Bell ~ Luke Cardellino ~ Cory Good ~ Lyndsey Good
~ Abby Fritz ~ Josh Lanzoni ~ Tyler Lenkerd ~ Paul McCurdy ~ Justin Neeper ~
Mike O’Harrow ~ Wesley Russell ~ Caleb Shields ~ Colton Shields ~ Jacey Wells ~
Chuckie White

Long Term Prayer Requests:

Abby ~ Ron Abrams ~ Carla Adamson ~ Chuck Allen ~ Patti Allen ~ Tia Angeletti
~ Jim August ~ Austin Family ~ Sherri Ball ~Stephanie Bamett ~ Julie Baun ~
Sandy Bender ~ Larry Bosco ~ Leo Brooks ~ Bryson ~ Little Eleanor Bundy ~ Ray
Bush ~ Nicky Butler ~ Gary Campbell ~ Louise Cramer ~ Carol DeLarme ~ Jack
Dennison ~ Cheryl DeSantis ~ Brad Dodd ~ Candy Douthit ~ Patrick Droddy
~Jamie Dungey ~ Mia Edwards ~ Emily ~ Krista Evans ~ Denise Faulkrod ~ Tim
Fuller ~ Lee Gelnett ~ Leah Gelnett ~ Beth Giese ~ Bryson Gray ~ Armold Gregory
~ Jim Haag ~ Mary Ann Haag ~ Krista Hallowell ~ Pat Hamlin ~ Dennis Harris ~
Jackie & Bill Hartman ~ Eric Hazuda ~ Larry Hickman ~ Bruce Hiles ~ Nancy
Hoover ~ Little Carter Horn ~ Gabby Horner ~ Dick & Bev Hudson ~ Denny &
Janie Hunter ~ Vicki Jacklin ~ Chris Jendrey ~ Ashlynn Johnson ~ Lincoln
Johnston ~ Cheryl Jones ~ Lorraine Kakula ~ Jim Kearney ~ Tish Keen ~ Eli Keim
~ Scott Klingensmith ~ Dave Kness ~ Jim Kriner ~ Carol Lawson ~ Cindy & Tom
Leete ~ Doug Leidl ~ David Leonard ~ Anne Lettrich ~ Rick Lieber ~ Brandon
Lokesak ~ Mona Mandich ~ Mark M. ~ Karen Markievich ~ Mark Markievich ~
Emily Marshall ~ Marti ~ Mason Martin ~ Barbara Martini ~ Terie McBride ~
Rebecca McCartney ~ Keymo McKay ~ Shea McKinney ~ Walt Michalak ~ Steve
Moore ~ Brenda & Brett Mortimer ~ Gail Nissley ~ Jim Nelles ~ Debbie Newell ~
Joy Norwood ~ Mary & Christian Olrich ~ Joyce Opper ~ Francie Page ~ Stacy
Park ~ Linda Peterson ~ Barb Phleger ~ Mary Ann Piccirillo ~ Kristin Plotner ~
Morgan Pope ~ Mike Poulliot ~ Deb & Bill Presnar ~ Liz Preston ~ Nancy R. ~ Cal
Ratcliff ~ Scott Reinard ~ Heidi Riley & Family ~ Dan Rodgers ~ Elaine Russel ~
Brianne Sage ~ Sara ~ J.S. ~ Joe Shaffer ~ Molly Shaffer ~ Ann Simbeck ~ Greg
Smeal ~ Terri Smouse ~ Ellen Sneddon ~ Tim Spencer ~ Little Faith Spicher ~ Sally
Jo Spicher ~ Little Levi Spickler ~ Karen Sprague ~ Jessica Spuck ~ Ruth Sutphin ~
Dathan Swanson ~ Steven Sykes ~ Pat Teats ~ Diane Thomson ~ Virginia Traveny
~ Vickie Trisoline ~ Evelyn Vandervort ~ Eric Waldeck ~ Mary Lou Waldeck ~
Jean Waltenbaugh ~ Gail Walter ~ Laura Wascovich ~ Melissa Wayne ~ Chloe
Welder ~ Donald Wells ~ Joyce Whaling ~ Sarah Williams ~ Tammy Winters ~ Art
Whitmore ~ Will ~ Charles Yonushonis ~ Jerry Zimmerman

Short Term Prayer Requests:

Lindsey Bernardo

Lois Haag

Family of Karen Ordog

To add/remove from this list, call the church office at 814-371-2470.
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